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Chalraan Khtuthchev states, In his letter of October 28: i c/. 

&aahK?j!YJt 1 ' /«*-*/■ 

-H-"^±i^=z^^ Soviet Covemaent, in addition to earlle»l-<£<>~<a/- 
"^""^MStrnction* on the discontinuance of farther «©rk on # c 
weapons construction sites, has given a new order to ** a s /* 
disaantle the area which von described as offensive , 
end to crete end return them to the Soviet Union " 


What are the ares which President Kennedy had, prior to 

Chairean Khrushchev's ^etter^f .October 28, "described as 
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C^-TRELEASB (^irCLil^Tv ' — "*--«*-« 
The answer to this quefetgsnGifcs to (be Qfigw^rtiraily in 

doeuasntso F0X 

Press Conference of Smy^^^^^^~- rr ^^^^a 

Xhe first document is the transcript of the President's 
press conference of September 13, 1962, in which he ssade clear 
that the United States could not accept a Coaaunist buildup 
in Cuba that night "endanger or interfere with our security 
in any way" nor could we accept to have Cuba "become an 
offensive Military base of significant capacity for the Soviet 
Onion" o Later in the press conference the President refined 
this concept further by caking it clear that the United States 
would act "if Cuba should possess a capacity to carry out 
offensive action against the United States ,," This concept 


that offebiiv* iunfej&e kb&St tiatjpacfisl^e a capacity to 
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deliver weapons against the toil o£ this country or of the 

•oil of other Amer ican states is the implicit thene la ell 

of the President's subsequent references to the subject , 

Address oj Ocfrfter 22 

The second relevant docunent is President Kennedy's 

address of October 22, 1962, a copy of which was forually 

delivered to the Soviet Government. In his address, 

President Kennedy spoke of the discovery of "offensive 

missile sites" in Cuba, stating that the "purpose of these 

bases can be nonsi other than to provide a nuclear strike 

capability against the Hestern Hemisphere. N After discussing 

these missile sites, the President stages: 

"In addition, let bombers capable of carrying 
nuclear weapons, are now being uncrated and assembled 
in Cuba, while the necessary air bases are being 


The President further said: 

"This urgent transformation of Cuba into an impor- 
tant strategic base— by the presence of these large, 
long-range, and dearly offensive weapons of sudden 
mass destruction, constitutes an explicit threat to 
the peace and security of all the America:?, . . ," 

Proclamation of October 23 

The concept of offensive weapons as including both 

missiles «a?p«Jt ^omie>!pys^eptj waVglvi&upre precise 
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definition in the Proclamation issued by President Kennedy 

on October 23, entitled: "Interdiction of the Delivery of 

Offensive weapons to Cobo," The proclamation nee directed 

et preventing "the delivery of offensive weapons end essocieted 

materiel to Cuha " It specified es "prohibited materiel"; 

Surface- to snrfece missiles; bomber eircreft; bombs, 

elr-to-aurface rockets and guided aiselles; warheads 

for any of the above weapons; mechanical or electronic 

eewlpment to support or operate the above items; and 

any other classes of materiel hereafter designated by 

the Secretary of Defense for the purpose of effeetaating 

this Proelamatlcn<, 

Latter of October 27 

In addition to these three documents, the Presidents 

letter of October 27 to Chalraan Khrushchev should also be 

regarded mm Illuminating the term "offensive weeponso" In 

that letter, the President stated: 

"The first thing that needs to be done, however, 
is for work to cease on offensive missile baaee in Cuba 
and for a^ weapons systems in Cqba capable .of offensive 
Man to be rendered inoperable, under effective United 
Sations ———*-." 
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The letter ' fax ther provides t 

"Yen uouid agree to ream jftaaa ueaaoas BTitan 

fro* Cuba under appropriate Unified nations observation 
and supervision • ■> <> «. 
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